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EH DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
.. EXCF.I.LE.NT >LnETEfilOHATFD . X_UNALTLHtO JLomCINAL SITE

—GOOD _ HUINS „ALTERED _MOVLl) D.ll

-FAIR ^UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H L KNOWN] PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sheridan Plaza is a hotel or apartment hotel, of concrete construction through-
out, faced with brick and terra cotta, occupying a rceLangular site at the northeast
corner of Wilson Avenue and Sheridan Road, fronting about 225 by 130 feet. It contains
about 190,000 square fv.iit exclusive of the basement. The southeast corner of the site
Is vacant. The rest of the site is covered by a two-story base containing lobby, desk,
lounges, dining areas, shops and stores and facilities. Above this base are ten floors
of rooms and suites, about 415 units in all, which form a reverse better V in plan:
an east-west section along Lhe rear or alley edge of the site, and two north-south
sections, one. along the west or Sheridan Read edge and one near the middle of the site.
A rendering in the Economist of Sept. 24, 1919, shows a third north-south wing at the
east, which would have completed the F to an E, but the six-flat build-in}; which
occupied the southeast corner of the site was not razed until much later and this
wing was never built.

The first floor street fronts contain shop and restaurant spaces. The second floor
fronts express the lounge and dining areas of the hotel. All this base is richly
cloLhed in monochromatic white terra cotta, which is especially elaborate at the main
entrance on Sheridan Road flanked by canopied niches and topped by a large shield held
by chimeras. The two-story sections (lobby and banquet room) have barrel-vaulted
ceilings expressed in cylindrical roofs. AL the Wilson Avenue fronts large festooned
urns are spaced along this roof line.

Face brick laid in common bond forms the primary facing of the upper eicvai.'.ions
(except the alley wall which* is common brick)'. Terra cot La panels and ornaments are
used on these elevations to develop a secondary effect of slender Lowers at Lhe north-
west end of the site and at the south ends of Lite Lwo north-south wings. A strong
vertical emphasis is created using continuous terra cotta moldings on these "towers'"

while the walls between are left almost undecorated . . The corners of these "towers"
are marked at the top by winged gargoyles and at the bottom by large cartouches. The
middle section of the west elevation is topped by another row of urns. At Lhe eleventh
floor, windows in tbc street elevations originally had liLtle balustrades to give a

suggestion of halconie.s.

The terra cotta details are eclecLie. and draw freely from many differenL periods
and styles, as is typical of many of the elaborate terra cotta facades of this period
in Chicago.

Several store fronts have been changed. Most of the balconies have been removed,
and the roof line of the "towers" originally hod a row of slender pinnacles or rockets
which have been taken down.- There is some other terra cotta damage but the exterior is

generally in good condition and unaltered except for Lhe shop fronts.

The most important and impressive interior feature is the lobby, a barrel-vaulted
space about 34 by 58 feet and over Lwo stories high, with rich
its sotiLh end the lobby flows up to a second- lloor 1 oen-c- by wa
stairway with a fountain. Access from the main (Sheridan) enl.r

decoiMliw stair leading to a lounge alonr the wesL I'ronl. T

areas lie east of the lobby on the second floor. The rest o.f I
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i'laslt r dec. taL i

v oi for nt: 1 do

ance y. uiitl- V ,111

wo la ge lo, in'.e



UNiTLDSTAIHSDliPAKTMLNi 01 fill IN1I.KIOR

national park rirnvict

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLAGES
INVENTORY -NOMINATION FORM

FOR NS'bUSLr ONLY

RECEIVED

DATE E NTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET VIBLK 7 PAGE 2

and support areas. Some of the ornamental plaster in the lobby is badly damaged.

All Lhe interiors show considerable deterioration due to deferred maintenance
.,

fi

damage in 1974, and five years of vacancy.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY EJLLOW

PREHISTORIC _AnCHEOLOt;Y-FREHIETOKIi:: COMMUNITY PLANNING ... LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

_1400-1499 _..ARCHEl)[.[WY-HIK!OR!C ...CONSERVATION —LAW ^science

.lhfKMbitS ....AGRICULTURE LCONOMICS —I ITFHAlUHt ....SCULPTLIRE

_1600-1G99 X AHCHIlLCTUKfc „_EDUCATUJN —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUM,

..I 700-1 799 _ART —ENGINEERING MUSIC —THEATER

1800 11(99 C_COMMERCE _..EXULOHATION/GETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY ... TRANSPOHTA

^1900- - CUMMLJNICAIIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER iSPECI

INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATfS 1919-3921 BUILDEH/ARCHITECT Walter W. Ahlschlagcr (Ar

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE '

The Sheridan Plaza was the Hist big buildup in Uptown. it was pi aimed in 1919,

begun in 1920 and opened in 1921.
.

.

.

Chicago was built, except for its central area, as a prairie city ol detached houses

and two or'llircc story apartment buildings. But hk it grew larger and commuting and

shopping patterns evolved, neighborhood entertainment and shopping centers began to

sprout where streetcar and rapid-transit lines intcrsc.ct.Kcl or terminated. In Liu- real

estate boom of the 1920s several of these, centers underwent explosive growth, none more,

than the area known as Uptown. While most outlying center" consisted of a single major

crossing or a linear strip, Uptown expanded along the edges of an irregular (juadril ateral s

formed by Wilson Avenue, Sheridan Road, Lawrence Avenue, and Broadway. In this core area,

covering"less than one tenth of a square mile, there arose a unique combination of

restaurants, theaters, ballrooms and night clubs, hotels and apartment hotels, shops,

stores and offices. This included two 1.2-story hotels and two others of 10 and S

stories; a I!'! story '>ank and oil ice building, an 8 story office building, the world

famous Aragon Ballroom, and several motion picture theaters culminating in the I'ptown

Theater whichvhen built (1925) was the world's largest.

In 1.921, when the hotel opened, land at the Sheridan-Wilson corner was worth $2500

per front loot. By 19?:5 It. had reached $6000 per front foot, the same as the nearby

Wilson-Broadway, corner . These were the two mii.sl. valuable, corners on the North side

(i.e. north of Oak Street) and only the Englewood intersection of 63rd and UalsLed was

higher valued outside the central city.

Wilson Avenue's success as an entertainment center predates World War I. But of

all the tall buildings, the Sheridan Plaza was the first. An aerial photo of the early

twenties shows it looming over a neighborhood of three-story buildings. All the other

high-rise hotels, apartments and office buildings in Uptown came later, most of them

after 1925 when the boom accelerated.

The hotel was promoted on the basin of its convenience, facilities and stall.

Express buses ran by on both streets; both elevated and Milwaukee Road trains stopped

two blocks away; the famous Clarendon Bc-ach was two blocks east. The manager was brought

from the Greenbrier at White Sulphur Springs and the steward, chefs and maitre d'hotel

were recruited from the Grand and the Saeher in Vienna, the 1'alace in San 1'raucisco, and

the Astor in New York among other famous places.
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Tn one other important respect this hotel is a landmark in the commercial develop-

ment of uptown. The three partners organized the lip-Town (sic) Business and Development

Association, which evolved into the Uptown Chamber -of Commerce, still the leading

commercial association in the area.

Architecture is more than a fine art; it is also a business. Walter W. Ahlschlager

was not only the designer of this 12-story, 400-plus-ronm bellwether of the Uptown

boom" he was also co-owner and co-devcloper . Bom in Chicago in 1887, locally schooled,

he beeau as a draftsman ill his father's small architectural office in 1914. His father

died soon after. Even before 1920 Walter Ahlschlager had built several sizable

gs including theaters and hotels, and was dealing in land for redevelopment.
buildings

,

rs Louis H. Stafford and W. C.
He was a parlner with real -estate operate

in the land assembly for the Sheridan Plaza, and became the vice president of the

Sheridan Plaza HoLcl Corporation when it incorporated. in other cases he was to

develop on his own.

Between 1918 and 1926.he built four of Chicago's largest morion-picture, houses

the Pantheon oii-3'jcridan near Wilson, the south-side Stratford, the west-side Sense

and his naslerpioce, the Belmont. In roughly the same period he also built several

towers in outlying neighborhoods: the Parkway and Webster on f

nkle

hotels and apartment to'. .,
,

mid-north side, the Sovereign in Rogers Park, the Jackson lowers m Hyde Park ana

the famous Graemere at Garfield Park. In ail these buildings, as in the She,:. dan
1
laza

his design work reveals considerable flair for drama and richness, even opulence.

Perhaps his most, famous Chicago building is the 45-story Medlnah Club on Michigan

Avenue (now the Eadioson Hotel), a distinguished example of the tower type and a

fitting companion to the Tribune Tower. But Ahlschlager was not bounded by the Chicago

city limits. This architect -entrepreneur went on to build a national pracLrce. Uls

son states that at one time Ahlschlager had the third largest practice m Chicago,

after the large and famous firms of Graham Anderson Probst & White and Holabi id & Root.

Briefly, among other projects, he built (and generally was a part owner or develop

of) the Roxy in New York, the world's largest motion picture theater (60/6 seats);

the Carew Tower - Netherland Plaza complex in Cincinnati (a $14 million project,

including Ohio's then tallest building); a S9-miUioii downtown center m Wic.lu I o ;

and, among ma„v projects in Dallas, a skyscraper Mercantile National Bank which he

in- able to complete in 1941-1943 despite the extraordinary difficulties ol tn -

con-Li not ion, when materials bought and paid for were often lake,, back for pnotuv use.

Ahl-chl-er moved to Dallas in 1940 and lived there until his death in JDi.o.
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His theatrical and promotional flair is amply demonstrated by five plates in the

American Architect of April 20, 1926, showing the reception room of his architectural
ofticc. This startling room appears Lo have a 25-foot ceiling and a walk-in
fireplace, find indeed looks rather like the lobby of a good size movie house.

Halter -Abl nehlager is an outstanding example of the architect-developer, with

a national, practice, operating in real e.staLe with great boldness and great success.

Uptown Chicago is a unique configuration of high-density commercial and residential
development in an outlying secLion of an American city. The Sheridan Plaza, one of

Ahlschlagcr's first big ventures, was the beginning" of the construction boom of Lhe

twenties in Uptown and symbolizes the. optimism, the energies; and the lifestyle of

Uptown, Chicago and America. «



Qo]majok bibliographical references
'

'

The licononiist (Chicago) Special News hTeleiin, Sept. 24, 1919:

Sheridan b.laza Hotel. Also, 1919, |>. 633; 197.(1 p. 157; 1921 !>. 996.

Chicago Sunday Tribune, April 3, 10, IV and 2s, 1921.

Illinois Society ot Archi tee.ts Handbook, 1923, p. 66.

The (Intra Masazi.no, November 1924 (Chicago Historical Society).

City of Chicago, Department of Buildings, permit records

.

^GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
'

' 0.67
. .. .

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERtY

UTM REFERENCES

*LjJ I I . I . . I
I

. 1 I . i I bLJ [ I i |_.L..j_J [.I. Ll-U
?ONC FASTING NORTHING /ZONE tASHNG • NOKIHING

cLJ |_L^_Lj_J UJ-l.L^J °LlJ LLU^lJ LlJ_U-l-lJ
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION..

Lots; ]. and 2 {except from each of said lots the. West 7 f o.o.t "-thereof taken

for ''widening Sheffield Avenue) and all ofLotc 3 and 4 in Eddy's' Subdivision of fnc:

South 10 roth; of the North 80 tocIk of the East 1/2 of the K o rt h « fiK t. .1/4 of Section 17

(except th« North 8 feet thereof) together with that part of Section 16, lying East:

of and ad-joining said rods, all in Township 40 .North, Range 14 East of the tiiirn

principal meridian in Cook County, lllinoi.s.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIF5

Eform prepared by
NAMt/niLE Martin C. Tangora, 4636 Magnolia , Chicago 60640, (312) 878-71.18

on hehalf of: David S. Kirk

os ton Financial Technology Group, inc.

70 Federal Street

Mass. 02110

fg|STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS

NATIONAL^ S7A1E__ LOCAL„_

As the donated Statu Historic Preservation Officer for tlnI-Nol ionafHistoric Preservation Act of 1366 (Public Law~89 - fi 6 5 ) .1

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in ihe National Register and certify that it has been evaluatRd according lo the

criteria and procedures set forth by the Nut ional Paik Service

STATE HISTORIC PRFSEKVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE
'

__ ______

FOR NPS USE ONLY
I HLRt BY CFfrHFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THF NATIONAL REGISTER

DATF

DiKLCTTT^ HISTORIC. PR tSERVAl ION
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KEEPER OF IHE NATIONAL REGISTER
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ILLINOIS

Date Entered NOV ? f
F-yn

Location

Madison Theatre Peoria
Peoria County

Ardmore Avenue Train Station Villa Park
DuPage County

Dunlap Mansion

Sheridan Plaza Hotel

Chicago
Cook County

Chicago
Cook County

Also Notified

Honorable Charles H. Percy
Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson
Honorable Robert H. Michel
Honorable John N. Erlenborn
Honorable Sidney R. Yates

1 til

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.


